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SUBJECT: VIOLENCE CONTINUES IN PUNJAB 
REF: LAHORE 0344 

1 . SUMMARY: AGAIN ON APRIL 1 1 VIOLENT DEMONSTRATIONS 
TOOK PLACE IN KEY PUNJAB CITIES INCLUDING LAHORE WHERE 
ONE PERSON WAS KILLED BY POLICE FIRING. PAKISTAN NATIONAL 
ALLIANCE (PNA) HAS CALLED ON PEOPLE TO LAUNCH A NON- 
COOPERATION MOVEMENT AND REFUSE TO PAY TAXES AND OTHER 
PUBLIC CHARGES. PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER QURESHI PLEDGED IN 
SPEECH BEFORE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY APRIL 1 1 THAT GOVERNMENT 
WAS DETERMINED TO RESTOR NORMALCY AND NO ONE WOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO CREATE DISTURBANCES. END SUMMARY. 

2. GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED PRESS HAS REPORTED THAT ONE 
PERSON WAS KILLED AND NINE INJURED IN CLASHES BETWEEN 
POLICE AND PRO-OPPOSITION DEMONSTRATORS IN LAHORE APRIL 
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1 1 . POLICE HAD TO USE TEAR GAS AND LATHI CHARGES TO HALT 
DEMONSTRATORS WHO ATTEMPTED TO SET FIRE TO TWO BANKS AND 
ANOTHER UNIDENTIFIED BUILDING. FATALITY OCCURRED WHEN 
POLICE OPENED FIRE TO CONTROL CROWD AND HIT AN ONLOOKER, 

THE 25 YEAR OLD SON OF A PNA WORKER. ONE CONSTABLE WAS 
KNIFED BY DEMONSTRATORS AND SEVERAL OTHERS INJURED. LAWYERS 
TOOK OUT A PEACEFUL PROCESSION AROUND MIDDAY AND MARCHED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TO PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY, WHICH HAD ALREADY BEEN PROROGUED. 

A THIRD PROCESSION CAME OUT FROM A MOSQUE AND ENDED WITHOUT 
INCIDENT ON THE MALL. MOST OF THE MAIN DOWNTOWN BUSINESS 
AREAS WERE CLOSED FOR THE DAY IN SUPPORT OF THE PNA. 

3. ELSEWHERE IN THE PROVINCE THERE WAS FURTHER VIOLENCE. 
ACCORDING TO PRO-OPPOSITION URDU DAILY NAWA-I-WAQT (APRIL 
12), A STUDENT PROCESSION CLASHED WITH POLICE IN LY ALLPUR 
AND 18 WERE WOUNDED WHEN POLICE OPENED FIRE. TWENTY-ONE 
OTHERS WERE REPORTEDLY ARRESTED. DEMONSTRATORS SET TWO 
BUSSES ON FIRE AND TRIED TO BURN DOWN MUNICIPAL OFFICE AND 
OTHER PROPERTIES THERE. COMPLETE HARTAL WAS OBSERVED, WITH 
ALL BUSINESSES AND MARKETS CLOSED. A SECOND PROCESSION 
TAKEN OUT BY OPPOSITION ELEMENTS WAS BROKEN UP BY POLICE 
LATHI CHARGES AND TEAR GASSING. A NUMBER OF POLICEMENT WERE 
REPORTED INIURED. IN MULTAN, A PNA STRONGHOLD, OPPOSITION 
WORKERS EXCHANGED SHOTS WITH PPP SUPPORTERS AND TWO PERSONS 
WERE INJURED. POLICE FORCIBLY DISPERSED THE TWO GROUPS 
AND ARRESTED SIX PERSONS. PNA DEMONSTRATORS TRIED UN- 
SUCCESSFULY TO BURN DOWN A BANK, BUT WERE ABLE TO SET TWO 
BUSSES ALIGHT. CLASHES TOOK PLACE IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE 
CITY BETWEEN POLICE AND OPPOSITION ELEMENTS. CROWD HURLED 
STONES AND BRICKBATS AND POLICE RESPONDED WITH USUAL TEAR 
GASSING AND LATHI CHARGES. JOURNALISTS TOOK OUT A PRO- 
CESSION, APPARENTLY A PEACEFUL ONE. COMPLETE WAS REPORTEDLY 
OBSERVED AND SITUATION IN CITY REMAINS TENSE. ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
DEMONSTRATIONS TOOK PLACE IN VARIOUS OTHER PUNJAB CITIES 
AND TOWNS, INCLUDING BAHAWALPUR, LEIAH, MUZAFFARGARH AND 
SIALKOT. 
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4. GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE PNA PASSED A RESOLUTION LAHORE 
APRIL 1 1 CALLING ON PEOPLE TO LAUNCH A CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. ACTING PNA CHIEF NAWABZADA 
NUSRULLAH KHAN URGED PEOPLE IN THIS CONNECTION TO WITHHOLD 
TAXES AND REFUSE PAYMENT OF VARIOUS PUBLIC CHARGES SUCH 

AS CUSTOMS AND EXCISE DUTIES, BUS AND TRAIN FARES, RADIO 
AND TV LICENSE FEES, IRRIGATION CESSES, ETC. KHAN CALLED 
ON PAKISTANIS LIVING ABROAD TO HOLD UP REMITTANCE (COUNTRY'S 
TOP FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNER) AND REQUESTED ALL PAKISTANIS 
TO WITHDRAW MONEY FROM NATIONALIZED BANKS. PERTINENT 
GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONARIES WERE ASKED TO COOPERATE. 

5. SADIQ HUSSAIN QURESHI, RE-ELECTED CHIEF MINISTER OF 
PUNJAB APRIL 11, WARNED IN SPEECH BEFORE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY 
SAME DAY THAT HE WOULD NOT ALLOW THE PUNJAB TO BECOME A 
HOTBED OF DISORDER. GOVERNMENT, HE SAID, IS DETERMINED TO 
RESTORE NORMALCY. (QURESHI DID NOT SAY HOW THIS WOULD BE 
ACCOMPLISHED.) CHIEF MINISTER BEGAN BY APOLOGIZING TO THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

PEOPLE FOR ANY PAST MISTAKES, CLAIMING HE WASN'T ASHAMED 
OF HIS RECORD. RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AFTER 
THE SPEECH, QURESHI SAID IT WAS NOT THE GOVERNMENT S POLICY 
TO BE HARSH WITH DEMONSTRATORS, BUT POLICE HAD TO DEFEND 
THEMSELVES WHEN NECESSARY. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER LOOTING 
AND ARSON, ASKING IF THIS WOULD BRING STABILITY TO THE 
COUNTRY. 

GAMON 
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